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Public Meetings of Permaculture
Cairns take place every month
except January. We have a great
guest speaker every time, Feb -
Nov. At the December meeting
we have the AGM, and end-of -
year Christmas party.
Meeting Format
Invited Speaker
Minutes from last meeting
are reviewed to check
progress on activities
Plans for the upcoming weeks
Plant of the month
Shared meal & refreshments
Visitors welcome
$5 suggested minimum donation

Members News
Support the ongoing work of the
group and enjoy the many
benefits of becoming a member.
Join Today!
$20.00 Individual per year
$30.00 Family per year

Next Workshop
When: To be Decided
Time: Not in heat of the day
Where: Any Takers?
What: Something different?
This month we donOt have a

planned workshop other than the
deconstruction of a sustainable
garden at Kym & GeorgieOs on the
9™ & 10™. Workshops can be run
by anyone, so lets brainstorm
ideas and look at being able to
pay people for their efforts.

July was another huge month for Permaculture Cairns and weOll be
reflecting on what was achieved with the var ious projects and events we
ran, and looking at what we can do better next time. The support for our
community garden project continues to grow and more planning work is
needed to be prepared for our presentation to council in September.
Next month we plan to have a stall at the popular Carnival on Collins
which attracts 10000s of people each year. 1tOs another chance for
everyone to get involved and assist the group. The Edge Hill Child Care
centre needs another workshop to help the teachers make the proje ct
we initiated a success. WeOll have a look at a great DVD called
ORelocalizationO which is a film of a speech made by Permaculture co -
founder David Holmgren. You might notice our VP in the crowd!

: Firstly, apologies to all for the lateness of this
newsletter. Georgie, Jack & | are in the middle of
moving at the moment and time for editorial

4 responsibilities just wasnOt foundEuntil now! July was a
great month. It all started with an energetic PET at
VanildaOs place. We had a great turn out on the day

Kym Kruse

with over 25 people attending. The redesign of the existing garden bed
and part banana circle was completed quickly and easily with that many
people. The massive clean up operation left Vanilda with the foundation
of a rich growing zone and much planting to do! The northerly aspect of
the bed and its location on her site lends itself to Zone IV plantings
that require less maintenance and in time will provide shade protection
to her house from the harsh tropical sun. Its also an area that can be
inter -planted out with hardy nitrogen fixing trees such as Pigeon Pea
that help to build soil fertility and provide mulch, animal fodder as well

as a ripper Indian Dahl if you sow enough!

The other highlight for the month was o ur project at the Edge Hill
Child Care Centre. It was very successful with many parents coming
along to help out with the construction of three raised beds, a herb
spiral, worm farm and composting unit. All of this within an otherwise
unutilised 7 metre x 2 metre space at the back of the centre. Previously
it had been an out of bounds area due to difficulties with supervision. In
true Permaculture style, the problem was the solution and now the area
is an asset to the centre and used everyday by the kids an  d teachers.



Courses in FNQ

PERMACULTURE

DESIGN COURSE (PDCO)
Monday 17" — Sunday 30" Nov 08

Geoff Lawton and Darren Doherty

Don’t miss this unique chance to
learn from two of the worlds best.
Fully Booked!

Taking inquiries for April/May 09
This world-recognized, 2 week
residential 72-hour curriculum
course, will empower participants
with the skills and knowledge
required to become a person
capable of designing and
developing sustainable systems
anywhere in the world.

“Though the problems of the world are
increasingly complex, the solutions remain

embarrassingly simple.” - Bill Mollison
—

FreeRange Permaculture
Rosella Waters
331 Henry Hannam Drive
Walkamin, QLD 4872
Bookings & Inquiries
Contact: Kym Kruse
Mobile: 0407 243 298

Email: freerangepermaculture
@gmail.com

Welcome Members

Congratulations to the following people
who have become members of
Permaculture Cairns in the month of
June. Make new friends and join in all

the fun! Susan Barclay, Sandi
Oswald & Jillian Ford

Thanks to our Supporters

Enviromartx

Auscerali
Organic Garden Supplies, Heritage
Seeds, Books on Permaaulture, Bio -

dynamics & organic gardening

Compost wormsE & much more!

Shop 3, 164 Aumuller St Bungalo w (next
to the P.O.) Ph: 40 412233

On the day we had Win News TV and the Cairns Post present with the
resulting 2 minute segment on the evening local news a couple of days
later. Unfortunately | missed it as | though it was going to be on Channel
7! A great supporter of our group, and in particular our Community
Garden project, is Division 7 Councillor Dianne Forsyth and she also
attended the workshop and had some very positive comments about the
work being done there. All reports from the centre since then have
been great, including that for new kids starting at the centre the veggie
garden and worm farm had a very positive influence in helping them
settle in. We have since received calls from other centres to do similar
projects so hands up if youOre interested as there is plenty of work to be
donel!

Our proposal for the Community Garden Project continues to develop and
we still plan to present to council at their September meeting. | would

like to thanks everyo ne who has been involved in developing the proposal
so far, especially Sara -Jane, Murray, Kirsten & Shayne, Gwenda, Robert,
Bruce, Georgie & Dee. Sorry if | forgot anyone! In the initial stages it
does require the commitment of many volunteer hours but it will lead to
the ultimate success of the project, which is its inclusion in the councils
master plan and establishment of the community garden itself. With our
group now 1 year old (as | write this) the chance for us to take things to

the next level, with the development of the community garden project,
and resulting possibilities of micro -enterprise and pathways towards
employment become realities. The Atherton Community Garden is going
ahead in leaps and bounds, so we have friends and allies on the same p ath
as us, that we can share our successes, seeds and snake beans with!
Finally, thank you to everyone for the support you have given Georgie and

| for our new venture that is FreeRange Permaculture. The PDC in Nov is
now fully booked and we have an amazing array of people coming from as
far as Ghana to California and from the Cape to Machans Beach. Our
property ORosella WatersO will be developing as a Permaculture
demonstration site and we hope to hold many workshops and
Permaculture Cairns events there i n the future. Hap py EverythingE.Kym.

Plant of the Month D

Brazilian Cherry - Surinam Cherry , Pitanga da praia

Botanical Name: Eugenia uniflora

Origin: Brazil

Lifespan & Habit: Perennial, 2-5 metre Tree

Planting Time & Pollination: Spring, Insect

Description: Juicy ribbed crimson fruits with acid flesh eaten fresh,
made into jams, wines etc. Unri pe fruits for relishes and chutneys.
Aromatic leaves used as a tea. Can be pruned to form part of a hedge.
Harvest Time: Approximately 36 months

Propagation: Seed
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